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FAMILIAL SUSCEPTIBILITY TO TUBERCULOSIS. By Ruth Rice
Puffer. Harvard University Press, Camnbridge, Massachusetts,
1944. x + 106 pp. $2.00.
Recent studies on the pathogenesis of tuberculosis have. been directed
toward a b-etter appreciation of the multiplicity of factors superimposed on the
sine qua non of exposure to the tubercle bacillus. The question of hereditary
influence-long in the ascendancy in the pre-Koch era-has again come to
the fore. The striking demonstration of the role of genetic factors in experi-
mental infection has given impetus to this approach. The reader will find
in this monograph a careful exposition and analysis of such problems as tuber-
culosis in si'blings, consorts, parents, and children, with an attempt to assign
proper weight to exposure to the organism and to "familial susceptibility."
That the author regards the latter as of paramounit importance in human
infection, will no doubt be enthusiastically welcomed 'by one camp, and
roundly condemned by the other. To illustrate some conflicts in interpreta-
tion: the author regards the evidence derived from the occurrence of tubercu-
losis in twins as favoring the view that "familial susceptibility" plays a domi-
nant role, while Rich states that the data are "suggestive of an influence of
heredity, but do not provide proof of a dominant role of heredity in the devel-
opment of tuberculosis." Then, too, one may challenge such a conclusion
as that the decline in tuberculosis death rates is preeminently due to the weed-
ing out. of susceptible families, since it cannot be reconciled with the dramatic
drop in mortality rates during the past 50 years, nor with the known reversal
in the trend when unfavorable conditions occur. Even if one is not willing
to go so far as the author in the interpretation of the data, she has rendered
a distinct service to students of the disease in so ably presenting some old and
new material bearing on this important problem. M. TAGER.
AMERICAN MEDICAL PRACTICE IN THE PERSPECTIVES OF A
CENTURY. By Bernhard J. Stern. The Commonwealth Fund,
New York, 1945. xvi + 156 pp. $1.50.
Under the guidance of "The Committee on Medicine and the Changing
Order" of the New York Academy of Medicine, a series of monographs is
in preparation designed to study methods of maintaining and improving med-
ical practice, research, and education, and to investigate the means of making
the best medical care avaflable to the greatest number at the most equitable
cost. Dr. Stern has adopted the historical approach, and traces the inter-
action of changing American society and medical practice during the past
century. The present-day complexities of medicine, the cost of medical train-
ing, the inadequacies of the returns to the physician, the issues of general
practice versus specialization, the great advances of the modern hospital, are